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Historical Route 66

· It Went From Downtown Chicago to the Santa Monica Pier

· It Was Over 2100 Miles Long

· It Was Officially Opened in 1926
· 2/3 was a Dirt Road When Opened

· This Was The First Road To Transform The Topography It Followed—Towns, Resorts, Museums, Restaurants, Etc. All Sprung Up
· It Was The Fastest Way To Travel But Not The Safest
· This Road Changed a Nation

Route 66 Video—John Mayer (with lyrics) 3:24

With This In Mind…

What Road Are You On Spiritually Right Now?

· Are You Going The Right Direction?

· Is It Changing You?

· Is It For God?

· Remember:  The Road You’re On Will Determine Your Eternity
Isaiah 40:3:3

“A voice of one calling:  ‘In the desert prepare the (road) way for the Lord; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.”

· Even In Desert Places We Are To Work For God
· Let’s Make The Road A Place Of Worship

· Let’s Build The Highway “For Our God.”

· This Verse Was Partially Fulfilled on Palm Sunday (Matthew 21)

· Remember: Let’s Worship Where Ever We Are!
Matthew 7:13-14

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”

· We Must Enter Through The Narrow Gate

· The Broad Way Is Full But Going The Wrong Way

· The Narrow Road Is Hard To Find
· Seeing The Savior Is Not Always Easy

· This “Road” Is About Salvation

The Road To God Takes Submission And Obedience

· The Bible Is God’s Word For Finding Him—Believe It!
· Submission Is Living Out God’s Word Faithfully
· The Bible Must Change The Way We Think And Act

· Humble Repentance When We Mess Up Is The Key
The Story of Mary (Luke 1:26-38)

     In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.  The virgin’s name was Mary.  The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.”

     Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.  You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”
     “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

     The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  Even Elisabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in here sixth month.  ‘For nothing is impossible with God.’”

     “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.  “May it be to me as you have said.”  Then the angel left her.

Points to Observe…

· God’s Timing Is Impeccable

· Heaven Knows What’s Happening 

· The Angel Greeted Mary With Honor

· Sometimes God’s Presence (God’s Word) Can Make Us Uneasy

· Uneasiness Doesn’t Subtract From God’s Truth Or Plan

· Heaven Knew Mary’s Name

· Heaven Knew Mary’s Heart

· Heaven’s Plan Was Given Some Details By The Angel
· Mary Submitted To Heaven’s Plan

What Happened?

· The Plan Happened Just As The Angel Said It Would

· Opposition Against God’s Plan Came From Family, Culture, And Religion 
· Mary’s Life Became Much More Complicated and Difficult 

· Even Joseph Didn’t Believe Until The Angel Appeared to Him (Matthew 1:18-24)

· God’s Word Changed Mary and Joseph And Opposition Didn’t Matter—They Believed 

Lessons To Learn

1. There Is A Road To Eternal Life Which Is Found In The Bible

2. That Road Is Often Difficult But Well Marked To Those Who Follow

3. Following The Road Of God Will Be Worth It In The End

4. Stay Committed

5. Stay On Track

6. Enjoy The Journey

